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A Song In'Praise of Vishnu
BUY MY SUGAR-CANDY  (THE NAME OF HARI)
My stock is not packed on the backs of strong kine ;
Nor pressed Into bags strongly fastened with twine.
Wherever it goes it no taxes doth pay
But still is most sweet, and brings profit, I say,
Refrain;  Oh buy sugar-candy, my candy so good,
For those who have tasted say nought is so sweet
As the honey-like name of the godlike Vishnu.
It wastes not with time; never gives a bad smell;
You've nothing to pay, though you take it right well;
White ants cannot eat the fine sugar with me ;
The city resounds as its virtue men see.
From market to market 'tis needless to run ;
The shops know it not, the bazaar can have none.
My candy, you see, is the name of Vishnu,
So sweet to the tongue that gives praise as is due.
Another work popularising the worship of Krlshria
was the Hari Bhakti Rasayana ("Elixir of Devotion to
Vishnu"), by Chidananda, of the eighteenth century.1
8 There exists also a Saiva (not VIras"aiva) Bhakii-rasayana
in shatpadi by Sahajananda, a Smart a, of the seventeenth
century.